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In collaboration with the Malaysian One Health University Network (MyOHUN), the Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency (DTRA) Biological Threat Reduction Program (BTRP) will be coordinating a technical 
writing and grantsmanship training program from December 2019 – April 2020. Implemented by CRDF 
Global, the purpose of this program is to provide participants with the skills to develop competitive 
research proposals and familiarize them with the process of applying for international grant funding. 
Because this program is sponsored by BTRP, participants will focus attention specifically on developing a 
proposal to the program’s Fundamental Research Broad Agency Announcement (BAA). The BAA may be 
viewed by following this link (click on the frbaa14-24 amendment 11 posting.pdf file located under the 
“Related Documents” tab), paying particular attention to the opportunity description outlined in the 
Thrust Area 6 section on pages 7-9 of the document. 
 
Please note that BTRP is particularly interested in research projects to improve biosurveillance for 
pathogens that are included on the U.S. Select Agents and Toxins list, which can be reviewed here. 
Although BTRP is more likely to fund research proposals focused on select agent pathogens, individuals 
involved with research areas outside of these pathogens, to include syndromic surveillance, acute febrile 
illness, acute encephalitis syndrome, etc. are encouraged to apply. Skills obtained in this program will be 
transferable to other scientific grant pursuits as well. 
 
The program will include two, five-day workshops, the first of which will be held in or near Kuala Lumpur 
from December 2-6, 2019 and the second of which will be held from March 2-6, 2020. Participants chosen 
for the program are expected to attend both workshops. The workshops will cover the following modules 
through a combination of lectures and hands-on exercises: 
 

• Preparation for Grant Writing 

• Project Planning 

• Proposal Writing  

• Proposal Budgets 

• DTRA BAA Opportunities 

• Other Funding Agencies  

• Responsible Conduct of Research 

• Review Process and Mock Panel 

• Finding a U.S. or International Collaborator 

• Preparing a Biosketch 

• Human Subjects Protocols 

• Vertebrate Use 
 
Participants will work in small groups to develop and refine a 250-word abstract, followed by a four-page 
white paper, and a draft full proposal of up to 20 pages. While the workshops will dedicate significant 
time for group work, revisions and further deliverable development will still be required outside of the 
scheduled workshops with remote mentoring and support provided by the training team in between and 
after the workshops. Participants that have more than one day of unexcused absence from the program, 
or fail to complete the documents noted above as part of their group, will not receive a certificate of 
completion for this program. 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=275322
https://www.selectagents.gov/selectagentsandtoxinslist.html

