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Wild animals have been getting a bad reputation of late.  Bats, macaques, snakes and pangolins are 
gaining notoriety as the bad boys of emerging disease transmission.  The role of wildlife in the spill-over 
and transmission of emerging infectious diseases to humans continues to spark debate not only among 
infectious diseases experts, but also among members of the public.  Moreover, wild animals are 
frequently mentioned in the headlines as a potential source of the novel Coronavirus that the world is 
currently battling. As such, zoonotic disease transmission and the dangers associated with illegal 
wildlife hunting, trade and consumption have been trending on the news and social media.  However, 
the repercussions of linking wild animals to the current pandemic could result in wrongly blaming 
certain animal species as the cause of emerging diseases, which may lead to the animals being unduly 
harmed.

Malaysia One Health University Network (MyOHUN) in conjunction with the celebration of One Health 
Day on 3rd November, invites you to a webinar on “Vilifying Wildlife in the Age of Pandemics: 
Confronting Fears and Misconceptions.” 

In this webinar, MyOHUN brings together renowned global wildlife veterinarian/epidemiologists, 
wildlife conservationists and journalists to share their thoughts and research on the ecology of disease 
emergence, wildlife conservation and the role of the media in shaping public perception about 
pandemic emergence.  So if you are a public health specialist, wildlife enthusiast, veterinarian, 
epidemiologist, virologist, ecologist, social scientist, or zoologist…be sure not to miss this event!  
Preserving the health and well-being of all animals, including wildlife and the entire ecosystem, is the 
ultimate way to attain global human health.  

Vilifying Wildlife in the Age of Pandemics:
Confronting Fears and Misconceptions 

Webinar:

Topic 1:  Understanding the Ecology of Disease Emergence
Panelist: Dr. Jonathan Epstein
Vice President, Science and Outreach
EcoHealth Alliance.

Topic 2:  Confronting Public Fear:  Risk Communication 101 
Panelist: Simone McCarthy
Journalist, South China Morning Post

Topic 3:  Wildlife Conservation in the Age of Pandemics  
Panelist: Prof. Dato' Dr. Mohd Tajuddin Abdullah
Professor, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu
Fellow, Academy of Sciences Malaysia

Scan TheQR Code
FOR Registration

https://myohun.com/go/ohday-webinar/
 OR register via the following link

Date  3 November 2020
Time  9am - 12pm (GMT+8)

Free 
Registration

Prof. Dr. Lati�ah Hassan
Coordinator
Malaysia One Health University Network (MyOHUN)

Moderator:

Come join us!!


